


The date palm has come of age. Cultivated for millennia in
the arid regions of the world, from the Atlantic Ocean
across North Africa, through the deserts of Arabia and into the
Indus Valley, the importance of the date palm is being
rediscovered. Its value as the sustaining pillar of market gardens
in margma] agricultural communities cannot be overemphasized.
'odern‘ science and technology is also investigating the
ed usefulness of the date palm in changing arid
creasmg the potential for crop diversity and: "
fication. Research is additionally directed at
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